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January 27, 2015 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

SUBJECT: Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the United States 
Outer Continental Shelf Offshore Alaska from 
Leasing Disposition 

Consistent with principles of responsible public stewardship 
entrusted to this office, with due consideration of the critical 
importance of certain areas within the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas 
to subsistence use by Alaska Natives as well as for marine 
mammals, other wildlife, and wildlife habitat, and to ensure 
that the unique resources of these areas remain available for 
future generations, I hereby direct as follows: 

Under the authority granted to me in section 12(a) of the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. 1341(a), I hereby 
withdraw from disposition by leasing for a time period without 
specific expiration (1) the areas of the Outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS) currently designated by the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management as leasing deferral areas within the Chukchi Sea 
Planning Area and the Beaufort Sea Planning Area in the 5-year 
oil and gas leasing program for 2012-2017; and (2) the Hanna 
Shoal region of the Chukchi Sea Planning Area lying within the 
contours of the 40-meter isobath. The boundaries of the 
withdrawn areas are more specifically delineated in the attached 
maps and accompanying table of OCS blocks. Both the maps and 
table form a part of this memorandum. This withdrawal prevents 
consideration of these areas for any future oil or gas leasing 
for purposes of exploration, development, or production. 

Nothing in this withdrawal affects the rights under existing 
leases in the withdrawn areas. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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Table of Outer Continental ShelfBlocks in Arctic Presidential Withdrawal 1 

Chukchi Sea Coastal Buffer Withdrawal 

NR02-08 6626 NR02-08 6676 NR02-08 6726 NR03-04 6320-6324 
NR03-04 6368 - 6374 NR03-04 6417- 6424 NR03-04 6466-6474 NR03-04 6515 - 6524 
NR03-04 6564- 6574 NR03-04 6613-6624 NR03-04 6663-6674 NR03-04 6712-6724 
NR03-04 6761 - 6773 NR03-04 6811-6822 NR03-04 6860- 6871 NR03-04 691 0 - 6920 
NR03-04 6959 - 6970 NR03-04 7009- 7019 NR03-04 7058 - 7069 NR03-04 7108 -7118 
NR03-05 6826 NR03-05 6862 - 6869 NR03-05 6872 - 6876 NR03-05 6910-6926 
NR03-05 6959- 6976 NR03-05 7008 - 7026 NR03-05 7057 - 7076 NR03-05 7107- 7126 
NR03-05 7156- 7176 NR03-06 6007- 6018 NR03-06 6057 - 6067 NR03-06 6107- 6116 
NR03-06 6156- 6166 NR03-06 6206- 6215 NR03-06 6256- 6265 NR03-06 6306-6315 
NR03-06 6356- 6365 NR03-06 6405- 6414 NR03-06 6455 - 6464 NR03-06 6505 - 6514 
NR03-06 6556- 6564 NR03-06 6605- 6614 NR03-06 6655- 6664 NR03-06 6704- 6714 
NR03-06 6753 - 6764 NR03-06 6801 - 6814 NR03-06 6851 - 6863 NR03-06 6901 - 6912 
NR03-06 6951 - 6962 NR03-06 7001 - 7011 NR03-06 7051 - 7060 NR03-06 7101 - 7109 
NR03-06 7151 -7158 NR03-07 6007 - 6027 NR03-07 6057-6077 NR03-07 6107- 6116 
NR03-07 6157- 6166 NR03-07 6207- 6216 NR03-07 6257 - 6266 NR03-07 6306-6316 
NR03-07 6355 - 6366 NR03-07 6404-6416 NR03-07 6453 - 6466 NR03-07 6502-6515 
NR03-07 6552 - 6565 NR03-07 6602 - 6614 NR03-07 6652 - 6662 NR03-07 6702- 6711 
NR03-08 6001 - 6005 NR04-0 1 6867 - 6869 NR04-0 1 6872 - 6873 NR04-0 1 6915 - 6923 
NR04-0 1 6963 - 6973 NR04-01 7012- 7023 NR04-01 7061 - 7073 NR04-01 7110- 7123 
NR04-02 6315 - 6321 NR04-02 6363-6372 NR04-02 6412-6423 NR04-02 6461 - 64 73 
NR04-02 651 0 - 6523 NR04-02 6560 - 6573 NR04-02 6609 - 6623 NR04-02 6658 - 6668 
NR04-02 6671 - 6673 NR04-02 6708 - 6717 NR04-02 6757 - 6766 NR04-02 6807 - 6815 
NR04-02 6851 - 6853 NR04-02 6856 - 6865 NR04-02 6901 - 6914 NR04-02 6951 - 6964 
NR04-02 7001 - 7013 NR04-02 7051 - 7063 NR04-02 7101 - 7112 NR04-03 6010 - 6024 
NR04-03 6059-6074 NR04-03 6108-6122 NR04-03 6157- 6170 NR04-03 6207 - 6219 
NR04-03 6256 - 6268 NR04-03 6301 - 6317 NR04-03 6351 - 6366 NR04-03 6401 - 6415 
NR04-03 6451 - 6464 NR04-03 6501 - 6514 NR04-03 6551 - 6562 NR04-03 660 1 - 6611 
NR04-03 6651 - 6660 NR04-03 6701 NR04-03 6703 - 6708 NR04-04 6001 - 6011 
NR04-04 6051 NR04-04 6053 - 6060 NR04-04 6104-6109 

Kaktovik Whaling Withdrawal 

NR07-03 6754- 6756 NR07 -03 6804 - 6807 NR07-03 6854- 6859 NR07-03 6904- 6911 
NR07-03 6958- 6961 NR07-03 7010- 7011 NR07-03 7061 

1 The blocks are from the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management's Official Protraction Diagrams. Blocks covered 

by the withdrawal only include areas of the OCS. Any withdrawn blocks that abut the Federal/state boundary line 
only include the Federal portion. The reference for the exact location of the federal/state boundary is defined by 

coordinates in United States v. Alaska, 530 U.S. 1021 (2000). 



Chukchi Sea Subsistence Withdrawal 

NR04-01 6672- 6673 NR04-01 6720-6723 NR04-0 1 6770 - 6773 NR04-01 6820- 6823 
NR04-01 6870- 6871 NR04-02 6014 - 6022 NR04-02 6064 - 6072 NR04-02 6113- 6122 
NR04-02 6163 - 61 72 NR04-02 6209 - 6222 NR04-02 6259 - 6272 NR04-02 63 03 - 6314 
NR04-02 6322 NR04-02 6352-6362 NR04-02 6402 - 6411 NR04-02 6453-6460 
NR04-02 6504 - 6509 NR04-02 6555 - 6559 NR04-02 6602 - 6608 NR04-02 6651 - 6657 
NR04-02 6701 - 6707 NR04-02 6751 - 6756 NR04-02 6801 - 6806 NR04-02 6854-6855 
NS04-08 6867 - 6870 NS04-08 6917 - 6920 NS04-08 6966 - 6972 NS04-08 7016 - 7022 
NS04-08 7065 - 7072 NS04-08 7115- 7122 

Barrow Whaling Withdrawal 

NR05-01 6352- 6353 NR05-01 6401 - 6403 NR05-01 6451 - 6454 NR05-01 6501- 6507 
NR05-0l 6551 -6559 NR05-01 6601 - 6609 NR05-0 1 6651 - 6656 NR05-0 1 6702 - 6705 
NR05-01 6753- 6755 NR05-0 1 6804 - 6805 

Hanna Shoal Withdrawal 

NR03-02 6013- 6022 NR03-02 6063-6072 NR03-02 6113 - 6122 NR03-02 6167-6172 
NR03-02 6218-6220 NR04-01 6002-6018 NR04-0 1 6052 - 6068 NR04-01 6102-6108 
NR04-01 6113- 6117 NS03-08 6713- 6717 NS03-08 6762 - 6772 NS03-08 6810 - 6822 
NS03-08 6858 - 6872 NS03-08 6907 - 6922 NS03-08 6957 - 6972 NS03-08 7009 - 7022 
NS03-08 7060 - 7072 NS03-08 71 12- 7122 NS04-07 6751 - 6759 NS04-07 6801 - 681 0 
NS04-07 6851 - 6861 NS04-07 690 I - 6911 NS04-07 6951 - 6961 NS04-07 7001 - 7012 
NS04-07 7014- 7016 NS04-07 7051 - 7062 NS04-07 7064 - 7067 NS04-07 71 01 - 7117 


